
Resolution 2  

In Support of Expanding Rule 2.2 of the ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct to 

Reference Cases Involving Self-Representing Litigants  

WHEREAS, the Conference of Chief Justices and the Conference of State Court 

Administrators have long recognized the importance of access to justice for all; and  

WHEREAS, access to courts extends both to lawyer-represented and self-represented 
litigants; and 

WHEREAS, judges would benefit from additional guidance regarding their role in cases 
involving self-represented litigants; and  

WHEREAS, Rule 2.2 of the 2007 ABA Model Code of Judicial Conduct on impartiality and 

fairness addresses a judge’s role in cases involving self-represented litigants only in the 

“comments” section; and  

WHEREAS, the Conferences agree that Rule 2.2 should specifically address cases involving 
self-represented litigants;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Conference of Chief Justices and the 

Conference of State Court Administrators recommend that states consider adopting Rule 2.2 

with the inclusion of the following emphasized wording:  

(A) A judge shall uphold and apply the law, and shall perform all duties of judicial office 

fairly and impartially. 

(B) A judge may make reasonable efforts, consistent with the law and court rules, to 

facilitate the ability of all litigants, including self-represented litigants, to be fairly heard; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Conference of Chief Justices and the Conference of 

State Court Administrators suggest states modify the comments to Rule 2.2 to reflect local 

rules and practices regarding specific actions judges can take to exercise their discretion in 

cases involving self-represented litigants. 

Adopted as proposed by the Access, Fairness and Public Trust Committee at the 2012 
Annual Meeting on July 25, 2012.  

 


